
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

2024 GRANT RECIPIENTS 
 
 

Camp Breakaway 
 

Provide One Week of Camp to 
Children with Cancer or Life-
Threatening Blood Disorders 
 

 
$22,100 

INDY Foundation – Sauk Rapids 
 

Provide Warrior Backpacks to Hold 
Necessities to Provide Faith, Hope 
and Love to Cancer Patients 
Undergoing Treatment 

 

 
$25,000 

Pancreatic & Breast Cancer - Dr. 
Mereddy – University of MN 
Duluth 

 
MN-D7 and CB-839 Combination for 
Total Eradication of Pancreatic 
Cancer and Metastatic Breast Tumors 

 
$50,000 

Pancreatic Cancer – Dr. Conor 
Ronayne – University of MN 
Duluth 

 
Development of New 
Generation Anticancer Targets 
and Therapeutics 
   

 
$25,000 

Brain Tumors - Dr. Low – 
University of Minnesota 

 
Evaluation of an NIH Zika Virus 
Vaccine for Treating Malignant 
Brain Tumors 
 

 
$52,229 

  



Breast Cancer - Dr. Potter – 
University of Minnesota 

 
To Support a Phase I Clinical Trial of 
HCB ER+HER2- Breast Cancer  
 

 
$53,355 

Brain Tumors - Dr. Sloan – 
University of Minnesota 

 
Immune-Guided Radiotherapy for 
Patients with Brain Tumors 

 
$25,000 

 
Ovarian Cancer – Dr.  Moriarity – 
University of Minnesota 

 
Develop and Translate New Therapies 
for Ovarian Cancer 

 

 
$80,000 

Acute Myeloid Leukemia - Dr. 
Sachs – University of Minnesota 

 
A Clinical Trial of Proteasome Inhibitor in 
Combination with Standard 
Chemotherapy in TP53 Mutant Acute 
Myeloid Leukemia  
 

 
$40,000 

Acute Myeloid Leukemia - Dr. 
Sachs – University of Minnesota 

 
A Pipeline to Identify Pharmacological 
Interventions that Prevent the 
Progression of TP53 Mutant Clonal 
Hematopoiesis to Acute Myeloid 
Leukemia   

 

 
$40,000 

Bladder Cancer - Dr. Zorko – 
University of Minnesota  

 
Evaluating Feasibility of Natural Killer 
Cell Therapies to Treat Advanced 
Urothelial Cancers  
  

 
$40,000 

Pancreatic Cancer – Dr. Deng – 
University of Minnesota 

 

 
Leveraging AI to Design Drugs that 
Rescue Mutant p53, Enabling it to 
Mimic Wild-Type p53 for Cancer 
Therapy 
 

     
$25.000 

Enhanced Radioimmunotherapy - 
Dr. Hackel – University of 
Minnesota 

 

 
Hyperstable Miniproteins for Enhanced 
Radioimmunotherapy  

 
$25,000 

Multiple Myeloma - Dr. Merino – 
University of Minnesota 

 
Overcoming Mechanisms of Resistance 
to Cellular Therapy   
 

 
$27,000 

Multiple Myeloma - Dr. Merino 
and Dr. Talaie – University of 
Minnesota 

 

 
Curing multiple myeloma through 
specific targeting of bone lesions 

 
$35,000 

Ovarian Cancer – Dr. Bazarro – 
University of Minnesota 

 

 
Artificial Intelligence for Ovarian 
Cancer Diagnosis and Treatment Triage 
 
 

 
$35,000 
 
 
 
 



Osteosarcoma - Dr. Webber – 
University of Minnesota 

 
Combating Metastatic Osteosarcoma 
with Gamma Delta CAR T Cells 
Engineered to Augment Endogenous 
Immune Response   
 

 
$40,000 

Colorectal Cancer – Dr. LaRocca – 
University of Minnesota 

 
Oncolytic Virotherapy Combined with 
Immunotherapy for Advanced 
Colorectal Cancers  
 

 
$30,000 

Osteosarcoma – Dr. Crane – 
University of Minnesota 

 
Anti-tumor Efficacy of Stem-Cell 
Derived Chimeric Antigen Receptor 
Macrophages Targeting Osteosarcoma  

 
$40,000 
 
 

 

Acute Myeloid Leukemia – Dr. 
McDonald-Hyman – University of 
Minnesota 

 

 
LAIR1 Targeting CAR Treg for the 
Treatment of Acute Myeloid 
Leukemia  

      
     $25,000 

Brain Cancer – Dr. Olin – 
University of Minnesota 

 
ARL200 inoculation anti-tumor response  
 

 
 $40,000 

Breast Cancer – Dr. Hwang – 
University of Minnesota 

 
IL13RA2 as novel target in Triple 
Negative Breast Cancer (TNBC)  
 

 
      $55,340 

Pancreatic Cancer – Dr. Davydova 
– University of Minnesota 

 
Biodistribution and Safety Evaluation of 
Systemically Administered Oncolytic 
Adenovirus for the Treatment of 
Metastatic Pancreatic Cancer   
 

 
      $50,000 

Breast Cancer – Dr. Sachdev – 
University of Minnesota 

 
Effect of IGF1R and IR TriKEs on Obesity 
and Hyperinsulinemia Driven Luminal 
Breast Cancer    
 

 
          $36,594 

Brain Cancer – Dr. Neil – 
University of Minnesota 

 
Utilizing Natural Killer Cells to Stop the 
Most Deadly of Cancers; WHO grade 4 
astrocytoma/ Glioblastoma  
 

 
      $25,000 
 
 
 
 

Head and Neck Cancer – Dr. 
Ondrey – University of MN 

 
Inflammatory cell subsets in the oral 
cancer milieu 

 
      $36,000 

Colorectal Cancer – Dr. Prakash 
and Dr. Subramanian 

 
Targeting the amino acid transporter 
LAT1 in Colorectal  
Cancer 
 
 

 
      $25,000 



Myelodysplastic Syndrome– Dr. 
Allred – University of Minnesota 

 

 
Development of iPSC-derived 
CD33xVISTA CAR-T for the 
treatment of Myelodysplastic 
Syndrome. Pre-clinical validation of 
VISTA CAR-T for the Treatment of  
Myelodysplastic Syndrome 
 

      
      $40,000 

Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia 
(ALL) – Dr. Tracy 

 
Exploring immune system responses in 
acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) 

 
      $25,000 

J.A. Wedum Hospice – Brooklyn 
Park 

 
Provide Daily Meals to Families of 
Patients 
 

 
      $14,600 

Allina Health Foundation – Vein 
Finders 

 
 AHCI Infusion Vein Visualization Kits 
(Vein Finders) 

 
      $10,000 

Minnesota Firefighters 
Foundation  

 
Innotek Grey Preventer Hoods for 
Protection Against Cancer Causing 
Agents 
 

 
  $57,750 

Breast Cancer Education 
Association (BCEA) - Roseville 

 
Breast Cancer Awareness & Education 
to Underserved Communities  
 

 
  $7,400 

Camp Kesem – University of 
Minnesota 

 
Provide Camp Funding for Children 
Impacted by Parent’s Cancer 
 

 
  $10,000 

CentraCare Health System – St. 
Cloud 

 
CentraCare Infusion Center Vein 
Finders 

 
       $10,000 

vraniCURE  
 
Chemotherapy and Post-Surgical Care 
Package Project 

 
       $4,881.60 

Quiet Oaks House & Respite Care 
– St. Cloud 

 
The Comfort of Food for our Families 
and Residents 

 
       $13,000 

Anal Cancer – Dr. Arsoniadis – 
University of Minnesota 

 
Piloting an At-Home Anal Cancer 
Screening Test for the 
SAVETHEBOTTOMS!!! Program  
 

 
       $25,000 

  



Breast Cancer - Dr. D’Assoro – 
Mayo Clinic  

 
Dual Pharmacological Blockade of 
AURKA and PD-L1 Oncogenic 
Pathways to Inhibit Cancer Cell 
Plasticity and Immune Evasion in 
Advanced Triple Negative Breast 
Cancer 
 

     
        $80,000 

TOTAL 2024 ALLOCATION:  
  

  $1,300,249.60 

 
 


